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The Dramatic Meaning of the ‘Alla turca’ Style Music
in Mozart’s Die Entfiihrung aus dem Serail

MATSUDA Satoshi

Abstract

Mozart composed the duet ‘Vivat Bacchus! Bacchus lebe!’ (No.14) in
Die Entfiihrung aus dem Serail, sung by Pedrillo and Osmin in act 2, with
the Turkish percussion instruments. From a musical point of view, it is a
typical ‘alla turca’ style music just like the choruses of Janissaries in the
same opera. But the duet differs from them in that it holds a special
dramatic meaning: it depicts emphatically and vividly how Pedrillo
makes Osmin drink wine blended with a sleeping drug.

[Key words] Mozart, Die Entfiihrung aus dem Serail, Duett, Alla
turca



