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A Study of “Yumeji-ni-oboru” in Koke-no- Koromo

ANDOU, Yuriko

Abstract

Koke-no-Koromo, one of the Japanese medieval courtly fictions, has
apeculiar expression of “yumeji-ni-oboru,” meaning “drowned in the
dreams.” I examined the usage of “yumeji” and “oboru /obohoru” in other
Japanese medieval courtly fictions and considered how such usage had
been available in the works of those days.

As a result, many of the Japanese medieval imperial stories
inherited the motif of forbidden love in Genji Monogatari, on the other
hand, it was confirmed that Sagoromo Monogatariis the first work to refer
to “yumeji”’as a metaphor for adultery. The expression “yumeji” should be
regarded to have been influenced by that of Sagoromo Monogatari. 1 also
came to the conclusion that "oboru" does not mean that one is absorbed in
something, but that it comes from the expression "namida-ni-obohoru". It

means drowning in tears that have been used since the Heian period

[Key words] Koke-no-Koromo, “yumeji-ni-oboru”, medieval court tales
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